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raised and donated money for the vic-
tims of the Tohoku earthquake, the
tsunami in Japan, Hurricane Katrina,
Superstorm Sandy, and contributed to
multiple cancer research foundations.

I have certainly seen his generosity
as he has shared in ways that dem-
onstrate his compassion, his care. His
influence on the fishing community is
really clear from the outpouring of
love and support that he has received
since he was diagnosed with an atypi-
cal form of Parkinson’s.

In September of 2019, four of the cap-
tains from the TV show the ‘‘Deadliest
Catch’’—all of whom considered Chuck
a mentor, a friend, and, really, an in-
spiration—co-hosted what they called
Captains for a CURE fundraiser. It was
an auction for the northwest chapter of
the American Parkinson’s Disease As-
sociation. They raised nearly $380,000
at the event, and this money goes to-
wards a Parkinson’s disease research
grant in Chuck’s honor—again, trying
to shine a light on the specific form of
disease that Chuck lived with.

I received a note from Joe Bundrant
on Sunday, when Chuck Bundrant
passed from this Earth, and I wanted to
share just a couple sentences from a
personal email. He says:

Dying is not easy, but Chuck was up to the
task and faced death on this earth as he
faced rogue waves in Alaska: head-on with
dignity, determination and with the faith
that he would be safe in God’s hands.

He goes on further to say that ‘‘he
lived each day fully, driven by the val-
ues of integrity, loyalty, hard work
and most importantly faith.”

And so as I have reflected on the life
of, really, an extraordinary man, it
strikes me that, at the end of the day,
this individual, Chuck Bundrant, was a
family man, cared for his family deep-
ly; but he, at the base of it, was a fish-
erman. And he lived his life in a way
that really speaks to the values of in-
tegrity; loyalty; hard work; and, most
importantly, faith.

To his family, to his wife Diane:
Know that our hearts are with you. We
thank you for sharing a truly honor-
able man with so many of us.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

HONORING OFFICER RYAN HAYWORTH

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, this
weekend, thousands of law enforcement
officers and their families came to our
Nation’s Capital to celebrate Police
Weekend. And while Americans were
paying tribute to our men and women
in blue here in DC, North Carolina,
once again, received the tragic news of
a brave officer lost in the line of duty.

Officer Ryan Hayworth was only 23
years old. He had a bright and prom-
ising future ahead of him. He tragically
lost his life on Sunday night, just 3
months after joining the Knightdale
Police Department.

He and his training officer were in-
vestigating a single-vehicle incident on
Interstate 540 when a drunk driver
crashed into their parked SUV, taking
Officer Hayworth’s life.
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Cody Hagler—his training officer—
was seriously injured and remains hos-
pitalized; but, thankfully, he is ex-
pected to recover.

This senseless tragedy is another re-
minder of the constant dangers our
brave men and women in law enforce-
ment face every single day. A routine
call to respond to an accident resulted
in a young officer losing his life in the
line of duty.

Although he was only 23 years old,
Officer Hayworth already had a distin-
guished record of service. He served in
the U.S. Army, and then in the Na-
tional Guard. And then he answered
the call once again by becoming a po-
lice officer.

It is not surprising to anyone who
knows the Hayworth family, though.
Officer Hayworth’s father was a long-
time chief of the Zebulon Police De-
partment, and his brother is a fire-
fighter.

A member of his family church told a
local news outlet:

He wanted to be a police officer like his
dad. They’re good, God-fearing people. They
care about the community and it’s sad some-
thing this tragic happened the way it did.

Knightdale Police Chief Lawrence
Capps has noted the high standards Of-
ficer Hayworth met and exceeded as a
new member of the force.

Police Chief Capps said:

When we hire police officers, we are look-
ing for individuals that embody the best of
this profession—all that is good, all that is
wholesome, all that is pure, all that is right-
eous, and Ryan embodied those things.

It is no surprise to see the outpouring
of support to honor Officer Hayworth.
People from across the State have
stopped by the Knightdale Police De-
partment to place flowers at a memo-
rial created by his colleagues. Other
local police departments are now as-
sisting the Knightdale Police Depart-
ment in their patrols during this dif-
ficult time.

I am grateful that the vast majority
of North Carolinians truly appreciate
the service and the sacrifice of law en-
forcement. They recognize the men and
women serving are good people who put
their uniforms on every day and take
extraordinary risks to protect others.

Officer Hayworth is an officer who
took those risks to protect others, and
he made the ultimate sacrifice in doing
so. I know the community of
Knightdale will never forget his service
and sacrifice. And I know that all
North Carolinians join me in keeping
Officer Hayworth’s loving family and
his many friends and colleagues in our
prayers.

May God Dbless Officer Ryan
Hayworth and all of our Nation’s brave
law enforcement officers.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to join my colleagues in sup-
porting S. 2747, the Freedom to Vote
Act; and S. 4, the John Lewis Voting
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Rights Advancement Act; and S. 2615,
the Right to Vote Act.

As some States and political
operatives around the country seek to
roll back voter protection laws and
gerrymander voting districts, Congress
must act to strengthen the freedom to
vote and ensure elections are safe and
accessible.

Since its original passage in 1965, the
Voting Rights Act safeguarded the
rights of historically marginalized vot-
ers at the polls.

Sadly, the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2013
ruling in Shelby County v. Holder gut-
ted key Voting Rights Act protections.
Earlier this year, in July 2021, the Su-
preme Court issued another split ruling
further weakening the law in its deci-
sion in Brnovich v. DNC, making it
more difficult to challenge discrimina-
tory voting laws under section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act.

Over the years, this democracy has
seen a crisis in access to the polls, and
it has been worsened recently as Re-
publican-led State legislatures have
implemented policies that dispropor-
tionately suppress the voting rights of
people of color, the elderly, college stu-
dents, and those living in rural areas,
among others. Those same political
operatives have repeatedly weaponized
false claims of election fraud, like
those perpetuated by former President
Trump, to try to overturn the will of
the people.

The right to vote is a fundamental
right guaranteed by our Constitution
and our desired responsibility to pro-
tect it. In the United States of Amer-
ica, a beacon of democracy, our elec-
tions must be open and transparent and
follow a process and procedure that all
Americans can trust. It is more impor-
tant than ever for Congress to affirm
that voters have a right to free and fair
elections.

The Freedom to Vote Act fulfills this
constitutional responsibility by im-
proving access to the ballot, advancing
commonsense election integrity re-
forms, and protecting our democracy
from emerging threats from cyber at-
tacks to misinformation bots. It is not
the job of government to make it hard
to vote; rather, it is our responsibility
to balance the convenience of voters
with the security of their ballots. This
legislation does just that.

I also support the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act, which will
repair the damage done by the Su-
preme Court’s decisions by restoring
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil
Rights Division’s oversight over his-
torically discriminatory States when
they change voting laws and legislative
districts.

The John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act would provide needed
Federal oversight and serve as a check
on communities that have engaged in a
pattern of restricting voting rights and
making it harder for minority voters
to be counted.

Finally, I support the Right to Vote
Act, which would establish the first-
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